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Speed Table History on Cornell Road

1994: NW Cornell Road Test Project

— City demonstration project (2" street in Portland to receive speed tables)
= Intent: Traffic Calming:
*  Reduce traffic volume
*  Reduce vehicle speeds
v Improve pedestrian safety
22-foot speed tables (commonly known as speed bumps) installed:
* (3} tables installed at 300" intervals near the junction with Lovejoy Street
v [1) table installed near Forest Park. [Location modified in 1995)
(1) Pedestrian Refuge Island installed at the Overton street crosswalk for safety of school children

Number and placement was highly restricted because of City's unfamiliarity with these as traffic
calming devices




Existing Speed Tables & Island Refuge
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Existing 22’ Speed Tables

Existing Pedestrian Refuge Island




Traffic Calming Efforts Since 1994 on Cornell = No luck!
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Offset Speed Tables for Reduced Emergency Response Delay
Study & Abstract Report by Scott Batson, PBOT
March 2004
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March 2008 Report Offset Speed Table Concept




Example of Offset Speed Table

City of Beaverton
SW 87" between Canyon Rd.
and Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy.

Looking back the other way




Close-up view of 22’ table

City of Beaverton
SW 87" between Canyon Rd.
and Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy.

Raised pavement markers to
deter crossing of centerline




Alternate traffic calming device:
- Speed cushions with channels
- Preferred in Beaverton as a

fire-truck friendly device

City of Beaverton
SW 91 between Canyon Rd.
and Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy.

Vehicles aim for channel




Safer Routes to Schools - 2008
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Safer Routes To Schools
Continuing Services Plan

Chapman Elementary School

Safer Routes to School Report
September 2008
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Future Short Term Project — (Unfunded)
Iltem #9: Cornell Rd. — Offset Speed Tables
Estimated Cost: $18,000




Safer Routes to Schools
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Proposed Cornell Road Proposed project diagrams
project description




Status of Offset Speed Tables

* Since study was presented in March 2004

— Adraft policy adopting the Offset Speed Tables by the City as a traffic calming device has
been prepared by Scott Batson

— The adoption of the policy has never occurred. This is due to a number of factors:
Insufficient staffing resources within both bureaus allocated to complete the task
Mo funding due to current fiscal constraints in both bureaus
Mo champion to push project to completion — either within the City or from the public
Mo marching orders from higher management within the City to get this task done
Longevity of the process {begun in 1998) —this is a task that is fading from staff's attention
Changing of City staff along the way — the knowledge and cooperation of those involved is being lost

Since 2005 - periodic checking in with Scott Batson via email or phone to learn status
= Each time the response is "No change™

Without adoption of policy allowing their use — NO OFFSET TABLES CAN BE INSTALLED
ANYWHERE WITHIN THE CITY, NO MATTER WHAT THE STREET CLASSIFICATION. They are not
approved as a tool within the City's traffic calming tool box kit available to neighborhoods

*  What next?




Offset Speed Tables — Where do we go from here?

= Step #1: Get the policy adopted by both PBOT & Portland Fire & Rescue

(PF&R)

— With participation in Portland Traffic and Transportation Class:
* Selected as my class project
Calls to Scott Batson, PBOT & Erin Janseens, PBOT
* Lastspoke with Erin Janseens yesterday, December 2.

— Agreed to have her schedule a meeting with herself, Scott Batson & myself to discuss
status of adoption

*  Step #2: Work with City to identify test project
= lLocation ¢
« Argument for Cornell Road as a test project = Primary Emergency Response Route

Identified in Safer Routes to Schools Service Plan for Chapman Elementary School — September 2008
= Funding Source

* Step #3: Develop strategy to implement test project

* Step #4: Construct project. Assess results and modify if required for safety




Where will make project this fail?

Can’t get City of Portland staff at PBOT or PF&R to return phone calls or
email. | loose interest in trying to push project forward. No champion

Inability to arrange meeting between PBOT & PF&R

PF&R backs-off from prior willingness to compromise on finding an
engineered solution that will calm traffic on the street but not significantly
impact fire truck response time

City’s willingness to accept offset speed tables — but not allow their use on
Primary Emergency Response Routes

No funding or staff availability to get through policy adoption phase

Neighborhood preferring status quo and not willing to try a pilot test project
on Cornell

No funding source ever identified or found for installation

Offset tables installed — and who knew — they turn out to be a higher hazard
than the existing 22’ full-width speed tables. This prompts the City to
remove them altogether, leaving no traffic calming tables on Cornell.
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